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THE POWER OF IMAGINATION! 

Hebrews 11                November 21, 2021 

This morning I will finish speaking on this important subject of faith.  So, here’s 

what have we learned so far: 

1. There’s nothing wrong with having doubts and there’s nothing wrong with 

wrestling with our faith as Job did and many of the other characters found 

within the pages of the Bible.  God wants us to struggle with our faith 

because that is how we grow and mature.  So, having doubts doesn’t mean 

“disbelief,” and struggling with our faith doesn’t mean that we have “fallen 

away!”  God has put this restlessness, this hunger, and this longing for a 

better world within us so that we would continuously seek after Him, never 

being satisfied where we currently are, always looking for a better future.  

God blesses those that struggle and persevere according to James 1:12, 

“Blessed is the one who preservers under trial because having stood the 

test, that person will receive the crown of life the Lord has promised to 

those who love him.” 

2. Our faith relationship with God is a covenant relationship much like a 

marriage covenant made between a man and a woman.  In our marriage 

vows, we make promises between each other as man and wife before 

almighty God that has nothing to do with being absolutely certain or 

complete confident that things will work out and we live happily ever-after.  

We marry in faith, trusting each other to keep their promises, for better or 

for worse, and love is the glue that holds it all together.  Likewise, Biblical 

faith is about striving to remain faithful to Christ in the midst of all kinds of 

uncertainty as the bride of Christ, because when we said “I DO,” we have 

pledged ourselves to Christ alone and put our complete trust in Him! 

Misunderstandings: 

1. We are not to think of Biblical faith in terms of a faith-o-meter, as a level we 

need to achieve in order to receive God’s favour and blessings.  We can’t go 

around constantly struggling with the question, “How much faith is enough: 

50%, 75 %, 95% or more?”  Thinking, can I ever measure up to God’s 

standards – being good enough and working hard enough for the Lord to 

gain His favour. 
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2. Our faith is not a legal contract.  We must never see Biblical faith as 

fulfilling a set of legal requirements, following rules, a long list of do’s-and-

don’ts with God keeping score.  God is never interested in entering into a 

legal contract with His people; instead, God enters into loving covenantal 

relationship with us that is based on honesty, trust, and faithfulness, never 

distrust and fear.  God asks believers to trust Him for He is trustworthy, and 

God keeps His promises even when we don’t. 

This morning I want us to move to the next level of faith and look at the power of 

imagination – which are the movies we play in our heads, as we imagine and 

dream about a better future, especially when we’re facing difficulties, problems, 

heartache, and loss. 

Hebrews 11 begins in this way, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 

and assurance about what we do not see.”  That is the NIV translation; however, I 

also like the Passion translation, “Now faith brings our hopes into reality and 

becomes the foundation needed to acquire the things we long for.  It is all the 

evidence required to prove what is still unseen.”  And then, the writer lists a 

number of the great Biblical heroes of faith listed in the book of Genesis, saying 

this about them, “All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They 

did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 

from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth” 

(Hebrews 11:13).  And then, Hebrews 11 goes on to tell us about the many other 

heroes of the faith that we read about in both Testaments, especially those heroes 

in the early church, who suffered greatly, with many ending up as martyrs of the 

faith.  These early believers were persecuted, mistreated, wandered about with 

nowhere to call home, and were killed by stoning, the sword or being cut in two.  

And because of all of this hardship, God never abandoned them but applauded 

them for their unshakeable faith as they depended on God “for better or worse.”  

“These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had 

been promised” (Hebrews 11:39). 

Taking all of this into account then – Hebrews 11 states clearly that Biblical faith 

is the substance of expected and anticipated things which we may never experience 

on this side of Heaven.  It’s being convinced of things that are not yet visible on 

this earth, as we see them far off in the distance.  So, Biblical faith becomes a type 

of spiritual or supernatural vision we have about future events, and as we live on 

this earth with hatred, greed, and endless struggles, we put our faith in God, 
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because it’s becoming more-and-more difficult to have faith in humanity to bring 

us a better future, as we see society disintegrating around us.  We have lost hope in 

mankind, because it’s very evident that mankind with all of its knowledge, 

advances in technology and scientific achievements can’t save the world.  So, it’s 

very difficult for us as believers to be at home in this world! 

That’s why Hebrews 11:13-16 reminds us that we are called to live as foreigners 

and strangers on this earth – which means we live differently from the non-

believers around us.  We don’t put our faith in mankind or in this world, but in 

Christ Jesus who points us towards a future free from wars, religion, pain, 

suffering and death.  We live on this earth anticipating a better future that we pray 

about every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.”  We have a positive attitude, as eternal optimists, anticipating a future 

when everything will be restored and reconciled back to God, a time when the 

Kingdom of Heaven will be visible on this earth.  However, the question that 

remains is this: “How do we stay focused and thankful and maintain this kind of 

faith when we face problems, heartache and an unfixable situation?”  How do we 

keep this faith when a child dies un-expectantly, when there’s a divorce in the 

family, when the doctor informs you that your cancer has spread and you only have 

a short time to live, or when there’s a tragic accident or a devastating fire?  What 

happens to your faith when tragedy strikes and there are no answers?  You can’t fix 

it, and nobody can fix it?  What then?  Where do you find hope?  Hebrews 11 tells 

us that in those times we need to depend on the power of imagination! 

“Imagine” the song made popular by John Lennon back in 1971 can help us out 

here.  This song has nothing to do with God or Jesus because John Lennon wasn’t 

known to be a believer, but there is a lot of truth in this song that can help us 

understand Biblical faith.  John Lennon was a man of faith – not a Christian faith 

but a faith that could see a future world free from wars, religion, countries, pain, 

sin, suffering and death.  John Lennon knew the importance of imagination and 

dreamed of a better world, not because of his faith in a Saviour, but because he put 

his faith in mankind finally getting their act together.  YES, John Lennon could 

imagine something better, but gave us no answers for how to get there! 

Living life when facing heartache and unfixable situations can cause us a massive 

amount of grief, anxiety, fear and a sense of hopelessness.  During these times it 

can be very easy to give up, it can be very easy to become a cynical and angry 

person.  I have seen this with some people who have given up dreaming and as a 
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result they have become critical and cynical because life has given them nothing by 

despair and hopelessness – sour lemons, and they don’t know how to make 

lemonaide.  These kinds of people are very difficult to be around because they can 

drag you down.  And, then there’s others who have had heartache, tragedy, pain 

and sickness in their lives, but remain upbeat and positive, a joy to be around.  So, 

as a believer we have a choice – we can become a cynical, difficult, angry, bitter, 

and hostile person, or we can become an upbeat person of faith as those Biblical 

heroes we read about in Hebrews 11.  So, for that person of faith that is facing 

those hard questions, unfixable situations, unanswered prayers, and difficult 

struggles in life, what can they do to remain upbeat and positive?  I believe what 

they need to do is to imagine a better world.  To look beyond their current situation 

and receive the joy of the Lord by seeing God’s side of the picture, see the big 

picture when sin, evil, pain, suffering, darkness, and death will be dealt with when 

Jesus, our Bridegroom returns for His bride, the church – when there will be a new 

heaven and earth.  This is the power of imagination, a wonderful gift from God! 

Imagination is an important aspect of our lives – it’s actually the way we 

normally think.  We think, anticipate, and remember things not by recounting 

information in our minds, but by imagination.  When I want something to happen 

or expect something to happen, I don’t think of the facts pertaining to it, rather I 

envision what I expect to see or what I expect to happen – I imagine – I play it 

through my mind, like a movie.  For example: if you have to go to the dentist to get 

a cavity filled, most of us will play the visit through our heads over-and-over 

again, especially if we are nervous or fearful about the visit.  And, because of 

human nature, we tend to think of the worst and imagine the worst, usually only 

playing the negative movie in our heads.  So, we can easily work ourselves up into 

a frenzy thinking about the needle inserted into the gums for freezing the area, 

hearing the sounds of the drill, the smells of the decayed tooth, and the 

uncomfortable feelings of having a mouth full of instruments – however, it’s all 

imagination, not reality until we sit in the dentist’s chair.  And our imagination of 

the visit as it continuously plays out in our head affects us physically: our heart rate 

goes up, we start to perspire, and we can become nauseous all because of our 

imagination.  Our imagination is a powerful force as it affects our behaviour!  So, 

we need to pay attention to how we use our imagination.  Is it for the positive or 

negative! 

Using our imagination, we bring the future into the present, and these thoughts 

affect our emotions.  Some thoughts are pleasant and cause excitement (going on 
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vacation, the upcoming birth of a baby), then there are other thoughts that are 

unpleasant and cause dread (going for surgery or to the funeral of a loved one).  

Through our thoughts and imagination, we can easily bring future things into the 

present.  We see this with athletes as they get ready for the game or the 

competition.  For example: a downhill skier at the Olympics, will sike themselves 

up at the starting gate by envisioning their run down the slope, playing a movie in 

their mind of every turn and jump.  A hockey goalie will get in the zone in the 

dressing room or in the net right before the game, playing a movie of stopping 

pucks from every angle.  Imagination is essential preparation for athletes to ensure 

success.  In the same way our imagination as believers is essential to ensure 

success.  Imagination is critical because the moves we play in our head affects our 

emotions and behaviour!  Everything we feel and everything we do reflects the 

thoughts and imaginative activity going on in our minds.  So, the movies we play 

in our heads are key to our faith, it empowers us, bringing our hopes into reality 

proving what is still unseen to be the future reality of our lives, and whether it 

happens here on this earth or in Heaven is irrelevant to our joy in the Lord.  We are 

not promised that everything will work out in this life.  Martyrs die for their faith, 

but they are promised rewards in Heaven that last for eternity! 

That is why the New Testament places so much emphasis on the need for believers 

to take control of their thoughts because our thoughts control our emotions and 

actions:                    

The first thing we need to do is take every thought captive and surrender it to 

Christ – 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage 

war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 

world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We 

demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 

Christ.”  The first thing we do is take control of every thought to become Christ-

like!  And then, this is how we are to think – Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brothers 

and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things.”  If we want our actions to be Christ-like, 

then our thoughts must be Christ- like!  We not only have to surrender our lives 

over to Jesus, but we also need to surrender our minds, our thoughts, over to Jesus 

as well.  Jesus must have all of use! 
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This is what Jesus was telling us in Mark 11:22-24, “Have faith in God…Truly I 

tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, go throw yourself in the sea, and does 

not doubt in their heart, but believes that what they say will happen, it will be 

done for them.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 

you have received it, and it will be yours.”  In other words, use your imagination 

and play the positive movie in your head of the prayer being answered.  Now, if we 

take this verse literally, it will have disastrous consequences on our faith, that is if 

our prayer is not answered – we would start questioning our faith and thinking of 

our faith level on the faith-o-meter scale.  How much faith do I need to have my 

prayer answered? 

Did we ever thing that maybe Jesus didn’t intend for us to take this verse literally 

because there are a great many factors involved in God answering prayer, factors 

like: the presence of unforgiveness and un-repented sin in our lives, or the dark 

spiritual forces at work in the world against us, and probably the greatest factor 

that plays a part here is the person’s free choice.  God will not violate a person’s 

free choice!  Taking all of this into account it’s a wonder that any of our prayers 

are ever answered.  So, how can we correctly interpret this verse?  The first century 

Jewish teachers made an extensive use of hyperbole (exaggeration), and this verse 

is a case in point.  Today, we also use exaggeration as well (I have told you a 

thousand times not to fight with your brother.  You never listen!  You always leave 

a mess in the bathroom!)  Jesus wasn’t telling the people to literally try hard to 

believe they’d received what they were asking for, nor was He guaranteeing that 

people of great faith always get what they were asking for – like putting your 

money in a vending machine and out comes your soft drink or candy bar. 

Instead, what Jesus was doing here was telling us how Biblical faith works; Jesus 

was stressing in a hyperbolic way, in an exaggerated way, the importance of 

always trusting in God when we pray.  We imagine the prayer being answered, that 

mountain thrown into the sea, regardless of what we see or experience, and then 

start living in hope and expectation that the prayer is being answered.  We don’t 

have control over how our prayers are answered, but we can have control over our 

thoughts and actions in making them obedient to Christ.  Jesus in his humanness in 

the Garden of Gethsemane prayed that the cup of suffering would be taken away 

from Him, but His prayer was not answered, instead Jesus had to suffer and die 

because that was God’s will.  God’s perfect will was for Jesus to carry our sins to 

the cross, not answer His Son’s prayer! 
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Jesus had to accept His Father’s perfect will for His life and endure the cross 

regardless of His plea for mercy.  To get Jesus through the suffering and the pain 

of being nailed to a cross and give Him hope was for Jesus to imagine His future 

resurrection and the forgiveness of our sins and the defeat of Satan.  Because of the 

power of imagination, Jesus willingly went to His death, counting it joy to suffer 

according to Hebrews 12:2, “For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  And 

YES, God wants us to be healthy, and of course God wants our marriages to be 

loving, and of course God wants our children and grandchildren to be saved and to 

serve Him, and of course God doesn’t like it when we get sick and disasters 

happen.  But God has allowed mankind to have freewill, and there are 

consequences to freedom! 

What Jesus is teaching us in Mark 11:22-24 is that the only way to acquire joy, 

contentment and peace in this life is to imagine what we are praying for and what 

we are seeking as already present – only playing those positive movies in our head.  

That is how Biblical faith works!  And this is why we meet in prayer on Sundays 

and Wednesday afternoons.  We meet in faith and pray in faith, imagining that our 

prayers are being heard regardless of what we are experiencing, all because we 

don’t know the circumstances behind every situation.  So, we can only pray in 

faith, and believe for the miracle.  We trust God to do His part if we do our part, 

and we celebrate when our prayers are answered and keep praying in faith when 

our prayers aren’t answered!  Leaving the outcome to God! 

Faith motivates us to keep going despite what we are seeing or enduring.  Why do 

we continue to meet here Sunday-after-Sunday and why do we continue to give to 

keep this building open and keep spending money improving this building?  We do 

it because we imagine this sanctuary filled to overflowing with worshippers, and 

because we imagine a great move of God bringing a great revival here one day.  

That is what the great heroes of the faith did, they kept going even though, “They 

did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 

from a distance” (Hebrew 11:13).  It’s evident that these heroes of the faith were 

looking for and saw something in their imagination, something they could not 

physically see or experience in the moment.  And this produced a deep longing 

within them that motivated them to sacrifice all this world had to offer them, even 

their lives, to remain faithful to God, and as a result God blessed them, “These 

were all commended for their faith” (Hebrews 11:39).  Faith isn’t about striving 

for absolute certainty – instead it’s about striving to remain faithful to the calling 
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that God has put on us once we say, “I DO,” and it’s “for better or for worse, in 

sickness or in health, in poverty or in wealth.”  In both the good and bad, we trust 

God! 

Biblical faith is about striving to remain faithful in the midst of uncertainty as the 

bride of Christ.  In this life, you can have a beautiful marriage or a miserable 

marriage depending on your attitude, depending on what you imagine your 

marriage to be like.  If your thoughts are always negative towards your spouse 

(constantly playing negative movies in your head), your actions will also be 

negative because you are rehearsing what you are going to say and do before your 

spouse even enters the door.  However, if you make it a practice to turn your 

negative thoughts into positive thoughts, your marriage will greatly improve even 

though the circumstances may not change.  If we take every thought captive to 

make our marriage work, we will have a much better marriage, because our 

imagination is a powerful force.  It’s transformational according to Romans 12:2, 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.”  The most important thing we can do as 

Christians it to renew our mind by thinking positively (playing those positive 

movies and erasing every negative movie). 

Throughout the Bible – God paints a vivid picture of the future, and the future 

that God gives us throughout His Word needs to be central to our faith as it was to 

the Biblical heroes recorded in Hebrews 11.  So, regardless of cancer, war, famine, 

divorce, poverty or persecution, we have a God that is guiding us to the promised 

land of a new heaven and a new earth where no more tears will be shed.  So, 

during times of unfixable solutions, we hold onto the words of John in Revelation 

21:1-4, “Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy 

City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 

dwell with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 

be their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more 

death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 

away.”  Every time we see the ugliness and darkness of this world and our 

hopeless situation, we need to use the power of imagination and see the glorious 

ending of God’s story! 



9 
 

What gives us hope as believers – is not only to imagine the world as God says it 

will be one day, but also remember what God has already done for us out of love.  

Romans 5:8, “God demonstrated his love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”  For the believer, the cross is at the centre of 

everything, it’s the symbol of how costly our sins are to God.  So, every time we 

see the cross, we need to see our heavenly bridegroom, Jesus, pursuing us, wooing 

us, and courting us because He longs for us to be His radiant bride.  Living in 

God’s Kingdom love story is the only way to keep our faith strong, remembering, 

“We live by faith, not by sight,” and then knowing that God has already set in 

motion the restoration of this world gives us hope. 

Hebrews 11:1 (The Passion Translation), “Now faith brings our hopes into 

reality and becomes the foundation needed to acquire the things we long for.  It 

is all the evidence required to prove what is still unseen.”  Biblical faith is all the 

evidence we require to live victorious lives as we imagine and anticipate things 

that are not yet visible.  So, as we experience life, it’s very easy to become 

frustrated, discouraged, fearful, anxious, and angry whenever we are trying to 

change the unfixable situation or change this unfixable world in our own strength.  

Yet, when we put our faith and trust in God’s story, right in the midst of life, we 

can have unwavering hope, a peace that passes understanding, and abounding joy! 

Lastly, how we pray is important – when you pray for someone that is sick or 

suffering, ask the Holy Spirit to help you imagine God’s will being done “on earth 

as it is in heaven.”  Imagine that person healed and whole!  When you pray for 

someone in a difficult marriage, ask the Holy Spirit to help you imagine the 

marriage restored.  When you pray for someone in bondage to an addiction, ask the 

Holy Spirit to help you imagine that person set free.  And when you pray for those 

who come against you, those that have hurt you, ask the Holy Spirit to help you 

imagine God’s love flowing into their lives, freeing them from anger, bitterness, 

un-forgiveness, or whatever bondage they may be under.  “Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 

yours” (Mark 11:24). 

Imagine all of this and watch to see how your life will be transformed.  All because 

of the power of imagination!  It’s how we as believers live by faith! 


