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THE BELIEVER’S AUTHORITY! 

Mark 1:21-28        August 15, 2021 

Babe Ruth, the legendary home run hitter for the New York Yankees baseball team 

during one particular time at-bat – Pinelli the plate umpire, called Babe Ruth out 

on strikes.  There was a stunned silence in the stands.  Ruth turned to Pinelli and 

said, “There are 40,000 fans here who know that last one was a ball.”  To which 

Pinelli replied, “Maybe so, but mine is the only opinion that counts.” 

We live in a world of thousands of opinions, so whose opinion counts.  Who has 

the authority that really matters?  There are many experts out there, in every field 

imaginable, with all different views and opinions, and most times it’s difficult to 

determine who’s right, and who’s wrong.  So, who do we listen to?  Who do we 

follow that will lead us to the truth?  I believe that throughout most of life, most of 

us, especially unbelievers, are only guessing about a lot of things, hoping for the 

best.  So, who do we look to as our authority figure, who can we fully trust to give 

us the truth and that final word of authority we are looking for? 

When we go through those very stressful and difficult times, and have to make a 

difficult decision that can affect our family, our future, our career, our health who 

do we listen to?  Do we turn to Oprah?  Dr. Phil?  A spouse, a parent, a counsellor, 

a trusted friend?  All of life is about making decisions, from minor decisions like 

what to wear to church this morning to major decisions: like buying a home.  

Whose opinion counts.  Who do we listen to?  Who do we put our faith in? 

Mark 1:21-28 – records one Sabbath that Jesus and His disciples attending a 

service at a Jewish synagogue in the small fishing village of Capernaum, located 

on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Here we find a congregation who were 

looking for answers to those same tough kinds of questions that we have: “Who 

should we listen to for advice and for direction for our daily lives, the Pharisees, 

and teachers of the Law or to Jesus?”  “Who has the final authority over the 

important matters of life – man or God?”  Today, believers still gather together 

Sundays to worship, to be encouraged, and to seek guidance and direction on how 

to live out their lives in devotion and obedience to Christ, their Lord and Saviour.  

It was no different back in Jesus’ day! 
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On that particular Sabbath that they gathered, it so happened, that a new teacher 

(Rabbi) had been travelling around the Galilee area with His disciples and He had 

come to their synagogue on that Sabbath, and as was their custom was invited to 

teach.  However, His teaching was different, nothing like they had heard before 

from their religious leader, pastor, or any other local teacher.  They were blown 

away by Jesus’ words, Verse 22, “The people were amazed at his teaching, 

because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 

law.”  Jesus words had a different kind of authority than their teacher’s words.  

Their teacher’s authority came from men, from the teaching of the great Jewish 

rabbis of the past, their interpretations of God’s words passed down throughout the 

generations, but Jesus’ authority was different, His authority came directly from 

God, and the people could tell the difference.  When Jesus’ spoke, it was like God 

was speaking directly to them.  Jesus’ words were the truth, not mankind’s 

interpretation of the truth.  Those listening came to realize that Jesus had the same 

authority as God, words they could count on to give them direction in life! 

Then something happened at this worship gathering that was highly unusual, 

probably down-right frightening.  Verse 23-24, “Just then a man in their 

synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, ‘What do you want with 

us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are – the 

Holy One of God!’”  If this happened today at one of our worship services, most 

of us would be caught completely off guard, wondering what to do; however, this 

event didn’t seem to surprise or faze Jesus at all.  Jesus didn’t miss a beat, as He 

displayed His remarkable level of authority over these evil spirits.  Jesus 

immediately took control of the situation, before it got out of hand, putting these 

evil spirits under His control.  With authority Jesus sternly told the evil spirit to 

“Be quiet,” and “Come out of him!”  The evil demonic spirit had no choice but to 

obey, and violently shook the man and shrieked as they came out and departed. 

I am sure this must have been quite a frightening sight for those that gathered at 

that church service that day, as we are told that they were totally amazed and over-

whelmed at what just happened.  Verse 27, “The people were all so amazed that 

they asked each other, ‘What is this?  A new teaching – and with authority!  He 

even gives orders to evil spirits, and they obey him.”  Something unexplainable 

had just happened, and the people were not sure what to make of it.  I’m sure, what 

was frightening to the people was not the presence of the demon-possessed man in 

their synagogue (there were probably lots of demon processed people wandering 
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around during Jesus’ day), but it was Jesus’ authority and power over the demon 

that caught them off guard.  Jesus simply speaks, and the demon leaves.  Jesus 

says, “Come out of him,” and it’s done!  The problem is dealt with!  Jesus’ 

authoritative word immediately brings His enemy under His control.  That day the 

people of Capernaum are confronted with who Jesus really is, the Son of God, who 

has the same authority as God, His heavenly Father.  And the news spreads over 

the whole region of Galilee that Sabbath day – its big, big news and it travels fast.  

God orchestrated this event to show the people in the Synagogue that this 

preacher’s opinions are the only ones that count.  His words are the truth that set 

people free, and Jesus gave them visual proof by setting this demon possessed man 

free! 

Luke goes on to tell us in verses 29-34 that Jesus leaves the synagogue after the 

service and goes to Peter and Andrew’s home and heals Peter’s mother-in-law.  As 

the word continues to spread, when the Sabbath day ended at sunset, when the 

Sabbath day restrictions were lifted, when the people were free to travel, they 

headed to Peter’s home to find this new teacher – “The people brought to Jesus all 

the sick and demon-possessed.  The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus 

healed many who had various diseases.  He also drove out many demons but 

would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.”  Isn’t it strange 

that demons always seem to know who Jesus is, and most of us just don’t seem to 

get it, and struggle with who Jesus is? 

The thought of a demon actually controlling someone’s life sounds strange to 

many of us, downright bizarre, even frightening.  In Canada, we hardly ever hear 

about anyone possessed by a demon.  But, at the same time, we have used phrases 

like, “What’s gotten into you?” or “What has come over you?”  However, the 

Bible clearly tells us that there are dark, evil spiritual forces out there, that can 

adversely effect people’s behaviour, and we have to be aware of them, and pray for 

protection from them.   

If we have our eyes wide open, we will see that there is evil in this world that 

doesn’t make sense and evil that can’t be easily explained.  Maybe, it’s because 

our Canadian culture doesn’t understand evil and the demonic like other cultures in 

the world do.  Maybe its because most of us live very sheltered lives with regards 

to the spiritual warfare that is even present around us.  During my time in 

Seminary, I took a course on “Spiritual Warfare,” during which my eyes were 

opened as to the reality of the demonic realm.  My professor, Dr. Roy Matheson, 
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brought his deliverance team to class one day, and they told us story after story 

about their experiences in deliverance ministry over the last 20 years.  I am telling 

you that spiritual warfare is a real threat here in Canada, and the church needs to be 

aware of the demonic that is negatively influencing our families, our churches, and 

our communities.  And the primary goal of this demonic realm is to hinder and 

frustrate the spread of the Gospel and prevent believers from fully walking in the 

authority that they have.  As well, I don’t believe you would ever see people in 

third world countries in Africa and South America, celebrating the demonic as we 

do in our media, as harmless fun.  We are not to become fascinated with the 

demonic realm; however, we are not to ignore them either! 

My intention this morning is to make us aware that we need to take the spiritual 

realm much more seriously than we do because it’s Biblical.  Jesus dealt with the 

demonic realm on a daily basis during His ministry.  The Canadian church is too 

complacent and lax about the spiritual forces around us, and as a result we are 

blindly letting Satan and the demonic realm have too much control.  But that is the 

way the demonic realm operates here in Western society, they want to remain 

hidden and unseen, they want us to remain unaware and ignorant to their presence.  

They are masters at stealth technology, staying under the radar.  They don’t want 

to be exposed, and once they take over and develop strongholds over people, 

communities, and nations they can be difficult to remove.  Even Jesus said to the 

disciples, when they couldn’t heal the demon possessed boy, “this is only possible 

with prayer and fasting” (Mark 9:29). 

However, here’s the good news – the good news, is that Christ came to destroy the 

works of the devil, and to release all those held captive as our reading from Mark’s 

Gospel indicates.  Jesus came to free us from Satan’s influence and control, to 

reconnect us to God, and to fill our lives with victory, hope, peace, joy, and the 

power of the Holy Sprit.  In the Gospel of Mark – Jesus shows us that He has the 

authority to do this.  Jesus has absolute authority over all of the demonic forces, He 

simply speaks, and the demons must immediately flee.  The challenge for us this 

morning, then is this: “Are we willing to live according to Jesus’ level of 

authority?”  I am telling you this morning that God’s Word must be our final 

authority, all because His authority is the only authority that counts.  The only 

authority we can put our faith in.  Jesus, who speaks, and the demons flee is the 

only ONE that has the power to make things happen in our lives, in our families, in 

this church, and in this community! 
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We read in the Old Testament that God commanded His chosen people, the 

Israelites, to abstain from the pagan religious practices of the Canaanite nations 

around them, which is under the control of the demonic realm.  Instead, the 

Israelites were to be a witness to them of how life should be lived and set the 

example for them by driving out these demonic forces.  However, the Israelites 

failed and ended up being just like the secular nations around them.  God 

considered these evil practices abominable, revolting, and detestable to His spoken 

and written Word.  Today, I believe that God has not changed His mind concerning 

pagan practices.  Even thought the pagan practices of secular Canadians today, 

may not be the same as those practiced by the ancient Canaanites, they are still evil 

and demonic, and are equally detestable and hateful to God. 

God’s Word continues to tell us, to guard against becoming caught up in the things 

of this world; instead, we are to live lives that are different from this world – lives 

that are holy and pleasing to God.  We are not to be drawn to or influenced by the 

detestable practices of the unbelievers who live around us.  Romans 12:2, “Do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  As believers, we are to test what is 

good and what is in God’s will, and set the example for non-believers by living 

according to His good, pleasing, and perfect will. 

Today, the church of Jesus Christ isn’t supposed to tremble in fear, cower, or be 

paralyzed by the darkness around us, but shine our light into it, taking authority 

over it by overcoming evil with good, all because of the authority we have been 

given by Christ to do what He did.  When we speak the NAME OF JESUS into the 

demonic darkness, the darkness has no choice but to flee, all because Jesus Christ 

is more powerful than the forces of evil and darkness. 

Thank God we have been given authority over such evil spirits as His church!  So, 

we need to realize that our daily combat with the devil always should be with the 

understanding and realization that we have authority over him because he is a 

defeated foe – the Lord Jesus Christ defeated him for us 2000 years ago.  However, 

the authority of the believer is an aspect of the Christian walk that few believers 

know much about.  Some think that authority over the devil belongs to only a few 

chosen people to whom God has given special power.  It doesn’t!  That authority 

belongs to all who call themselves a child of God!  We receive this authority when 

we are born again.  As we are made new creatures in Christ Jesus, we inherit the 
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Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we can use that NAME it in prayer against the 

enemy; however, the devil doesn’t want Christians to learn about the authority they 

have.  He wants to stay under the radar and continue to defeat us anytime he wants, 

and that’s why he will do everything he can to keep Christians from learning the 

truth about their authority, because he knows that when we learn the truth, his 

heyday will be over. 

We can dominate the demonic realm and enjoy the authority that is rightfully ours 

according to Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us [the whole Church] with all spiritual blessings in 

heavenly places in Christ.”  And then to be effective we also need to know what 

belongs to us, as Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free” (John 8:32).  But here is the problem, in Hosea God says, “My 

people [not unbelievers] are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).  

Today, people are actually perishing for lack of knowledge, and they don’t have to, 

all because the church is not stepping into their God given authority as Jesus 

demonstrated for us when He walked this earth! 

Luke 10 tells us that one day Jesus sent out seventy-two of His disciples to the 

surrounding towns and they returned with joy, telling Jesus that even the demons 

submitted to them in Jesus’ Name.  This was Jesus’ replied to them in verses 18-

19, “I saw Satan fall like lighting from heaven.  I have given you authority to 

trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; 

nothing will harm you.” 

Jesus is reminding us here in these verses that the power of our authority rests not 

on us – but on the power that is behind that authority, which is God, and the devil 

and his demonic forces are obliged to recognize our God given authority!  So, the 

authority we have is delegated power because of our position in Christ.  For 

example: policemen who direct traffic during rush hour just have to raise their 

hands and the cars stop.  These men don’t have the physical power to stop the 

vehicles if the drivers choose not to stop, so they don’t use their own strength to 

stop traffic; instead, they are strong in the authority that is invested in them by the 

government they serve.  People recognize that authority and stop their cars.  In the 

same way, we can step out in front of the devil, hold up your hand, and tell him not 

to come any closer and he won’t, because he recognizes our God given authority 

and we can us that authority with confidence according to Ephesians 6:10, “Be 

strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”  Most people read that verse and 
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think the Lord is telling them to be strong in themselves, but this verse doesn’t say 

anything about begin strong in yourself, it says to be strong in the Lord.  Listen 

also to what First John 4:4 says, “You dear children, are from God and have 

overcome them (demons), because the one who is in you (Christ) is greater that 

the one who is in the world.”  Satan is the god of this world and as believers we 

have overcome this world! 

The Great Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20 also tells us about the 

authority we have been given – “All authority in heaven and in earth has been 

given to me.  Therefore, GO and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely, I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.”  If Jesus has all authority, then Satan has zero authority!  

When Jesus ascended to the right hand of God, He transferred His earthly authority 

to the church.  That day Jesus put us on the offensive and gave us the ball to carry 

it into the endzone and score, because according to Ephesians 2:6 we are now also 

seated with Christ in that heavenly realm, “And God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.”  We need to notice 

here that the Head of the church (Christ) and the body (the believers) were raised 

together into the Heavenly realms, which means that this authority was conferred 

equally by God not only upon Christ the Head of the church, but also upon the 

Body of the church, because the Head and the Body are one and inseparable.  The 

elevation of Christ’s people with Him into the heavenlies clearly points to the fact 

that we sit with Him in Heavenly places, sharing not only His throne but also His 

authority! 

We shouldn’t be amazed by this great privilege we have because Jesus said, “Very 

truly I tell you, whoever believe in me will do the works I have been doing and 

they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” 

(John 14:12).  Jesus didn’t say that only a select few would do these works; He 

said ALL, whosoever believes on Him would do them, and even greater works! 

Ephesians 6:12 also reminds us that our daily struggles are not physical but 

spiritual – “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  Our struggles are against evil 

spirits, which are fallen angels who have been dethroned by the Lord Jesus Christ.  

So, our contact with these demonic forces should be with the knowledge that Jesus 
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defeated them and made a public spectacle of them, so now they are ZEROS!  

That’s why Satan has no right to rule us or dominate us!  YES, Satan is running a 

lot of what is going on here on this earth, but we have to stand up to him and say: 

he’s not running me, he’s not running my family, and he’s not running my church 

because the gates of Heaven have been locked and we have been given the key to 

keep him out.  Remember that verse we already looked at earlier from Luke 10:19 

where Jesus said, “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions 

and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”  When 

Jesus said NOTHING, He meant NOTHING! 

Here’s how we are to deal with the devil – as long as Satan can keep you in fear, 

doubt, and unbelief, he’ll whip you every time, but if you’ll hold firm in faith and 

use your authority you’ll whip him every time.  The most effective way to pray is 

by demanding your rights.  In Acts 3, Peter at the Gate Beautiful did not pray for 

the lame man to be healed; he demanded that he be healed – saying, “In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6).   Peter demanded his rights by the 

authority he had been given over the devil and the lame beggar was instantly 

healed.  In the same way the church is not to pray to God the Father to do 

something about the devil; instead, the church is to exercise the authority that 

belongs to it!  The New Testament tells believers that THEY are to do something 

about the devil!  Jesus has already done His part by going to the cross, and that’s 

all He can do until the angel comes down from Heaven and binds Satan with a 

great chain for a thousand years, according to Revelation 20:1-3.   

However, that doesn’t mean that we can go down the street casting the devil out of 

everyone we meet.  It means that we can exercise authority over the devil in our 

own lives and those we have been given spiritual authority over.  For example, you 

don’t have authority over my money.  You can’t tell me what to do with my money 

unless I give you permission.  In the same way, the believer has to have permission 

to take authority over the devil, and I spoke about that in my message a few weeks 

ago about how we are to operate in the courts of Heaven.  YES, we have authority 

over demons, and we can control them as far as our lives or our family’s lives are 

concerned, but we can’t always control them when other people are concerned, 

because that person’s will comes into play.  A person’s free will always prevails!  

If a person wants to live in sin, they can, and if a person wants to be free of sin, 

they can be set free, but as long as they don’t want to be free, neither Jesus nor 

anybody else can set them free.  So, you can’t go around indiscriminately 
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exercising authority over the devil in somebody else, because they have authority 

over their own lives; however, when people want help, that’s another matter. You 

can run the devil away from you or your house anytime, but when you get away 

from your own domain, the evil spirits have a right to be there, because Satan is the 

god of this world! 

YES, we know from God’s Word that we have spiritual authority, but we must 

always depend upon the Holy Spirit to help us in ministering that authority, and we 

especially need God’s protection by putting on our spiritual armor each and every 

day before we go into battle.  Ephesians 6:10–11 says, “Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armour of God, so that you can 

take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  And the different parts of this 

armor that we find listed in Ephesians 6:13-18 symbolize various spiritual truths 

which belong to every believer, keeping them both protected and unhampered in 

ministering that authority.   Like Jesus when He was tested in the wilderness after 

His baptism, there will be testing because the devil will resist your interference in 

his spiritual realm, so we need to be ready and always prepared, because he will 

attack you in an attempt to get you to back down from using that authority, and if 

you successfully resist Satan’s attacks in one area, he will come against you in 

another area.  But he cannot hold in bondage a believer who knows his authority in 

Christ Jesus and daily puts on the spiritual amour provided by God. 

James 4:7 tells us, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  Notice here that 

James doesn’t say, “Get somebody else to resist the devil for you”; it says WE are 

to resist the devil.  Too many of us sit idly by, waiting for Jesus or someone else to 

do something, when we are the ones who are supposed to resist the devil.  Why?  

Because we have been given the authority to do so!  Of course, we’re always going 

to have new immature Christians among us, and we need to carry them on our 

faith, but in time we all have to grow in maturity enough to be able to deal with our 

own situations! 

I have taken much of this message from the teaching of American pastor Kenneth 

E. Hagin.  He wrote this about the believer’s authority back in 1967, “As a result 

of my studies, I concluded that we as a Church have authority on the earth that 

we’ve never yet realized – authority that we’re not using.  A few of us have barely 

gotten to the edge of that authority, but before Jesus comes again, there’s going to 

be a whole company of believers who will rise up with the authority that is theirs.  
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They will know what is theirs, and they will do the work that God intended they 

should do.” 

I pray that SCCC would become that church that Pastor Hagin spoke about that 

would rise up with the authority that is theirs and become the devil’s worst 

nightmare! 

BENEDICTION:     Make these verses personal and say them over yourself often! 

Ephesians 1:17-21, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

glorious Father, may give (me) the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that (I) 

may know him better.  I pray that the eyes of (my) heart may be enlightened in 

order that (I) may know the hope to which he has called (me), the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe.  That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he 

raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every 

name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.” 

Ephesians 3:14-19, “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that out of his glorious 

riches he may strengthen (me) with power through his Spirit in (my) inner being, 

so that Christ may dwell in (my) heart through faith.  And I pray that (I), being 

rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 

people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and 

to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that (I) may be filled to the measure 

of all the fullness of God.” 


