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Are these ministry gifts necessary?  

1. The Apostle  

Eph. 4:11 - And He Himself gave some to be apostles…” 

The Greek word APOSTOLOS translated apostle means one sent forth, a sent one  

Apostolos (ap-os’-tol-os); a delegate; specially, an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a 

commissioner of Christ (with miraculous powers): KJV – apostle, messenger, he that is sent 

Apostello (ap-os-tel-lo); set apart, i.e., (by implication) to send out (properly, on a mission) 

literally or figuratively: KJV – put in, send (away, forth, out), set (at liberty]. 4. Jesus Christ is 

the greatest example of a “sent one”.  

• John 20:21 – Then said Jesus to them again, peach be unto you: AS MY FATHER 

HATH SENT ME, even so I send you.  

2. The signs of an apostle  

• 2 Cor. 12:12 – “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all 

perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.”  

An apostle is first and foremost a preacher or a teacher, or a preacher and a teacher of the 

Word:  

• 1 Tim. 2:7 – for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle- am speaking the 

truth in Christ and not lying-a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

• 2 Tim. 1:11 - to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the 

Gentiles.  

A missionary who is called of God and sent by the Holy Spirit is an apostle.  

A true apostle is always one with a commission - not one who merely goes, but one who is 

sent by the Holy Spirit.  

• Acts 13:2,4 - As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to 

Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So, being sent out by the 

Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.  

The missionary will have the ability of all the ministry gifts. - He will do the work of the 

evangelist – he will get people saved He will do the work of the pastor. 

3. The Four Kinds of Apostles in Scriptures 

a. ………………….. the chief apostle. (Hebrews 3:1) 

b. …………………… of the Lamb. (Revelation 21: 14) 
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Who were they? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………. (Acts 1:13, 1: 26). 

What were their qualifications? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..(Acts 1:21,22). 

c. New Testament Apostles.  

Paul and Barnabas - Acts 14:14 James the Lord's brother – Gal. 1:19 Andronicus and Junia – 

Rom 16:7 Apollos - 1 Cor. 4:4–9 Two unnamed brethren – 2 Cor. 8:23* Epaphroditus – 

Phil.2:25* (* MESSENGER IN GREEK: ἀπόστολοι apostoloi) 

–There are no foundation-laying apostles: (Ephesian 2: 20) 

d. Apostles of Today:  

- The work of the apostle of today is to establish local churches  

So does this mean that we have no need for the Apostle's ministry or office? 

 Is it still necessary? Why? Eph. 4: 11-12 ………………………………………………………. 

For how long did he give them? – Eph. 4:13 …………………………………………………… 

e. What marks do we look for in an apostle today?  

i) First and foremost a preacher or a teacher of the Word  
ii) Outstanding spiritual gifts  
iii) Deep personal experience of Jesus  
iv) Power and ability to establish churches – Acts chapter 13: 20 
v. Discernment to appoint leaders to churches – I Timothy 3: 1-15, Titus 1: 5 
vi) Character (fruit of the Spirit) – II Corinthians 6: 3-10 
 

2. The Prophet 

Eph. 4:11-14 - And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,  

Are there prophets today?  Eph. 4:13 …………………………………………………… 

For what purpose were they given? Eph. 4: 11-12 …………………………………………… 

What constitutes the office of a prophet?  

Understanding the three prophetic levels in the church: 



SSSC – Bible study - Ministry Gifts: He Gave Gifts unto Men – Ephesians 4: 11-12 
 

Acts 21: 4 …………………………………………… Who were they?........................................                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Acts 21: 9 ……………………………………………. Who were they?........................................ 

Acts 21: 10-11 ………………………………………. Who was he?...........................(Acts 11:28) 

• Word of Wisdom – supernatural revelation by the Spirit of God concerning the divine 

purpose in the mind and will of God. (John 21: 18-19) 

• Word of knowledge – supernatural revelation by the spirit of God in the mind of God 

concerning people, places, or things. Always present or past tense (John 1: 48) 

• Discerning of Spirits - supernatural insight into the realm of the spirits. Seeing and 

hearing in the spirit realm A prophet is one who has visions and revelations (Mark 9: 

25) 

The prophetic office speaks under the divine revelation from Holy Spirit  

There are 3 types of revelations and three types of visions:  

1. Spiritual vision - a person has a vision in his spirit or sees in his spirit. (e.g., Paul's 

experience – II Co. 12: 1-4)  

2. Trance – the second highest form of visions. The physical senses are suspended for a 

time. You are more aware of spiritual things that you are of natural things. (e.g., Peter's vision 

on the roof top in Acts 10)  

3. Open vision – (e.g., Steve’s vision Acts 7:54-56) 

You can’t neglect this important ministerial gift, but we should be careful: 

• We have the Presence of God within us. He is within us. Our bodies are the temple 

of God - 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16  

• He is within us to lead us. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

sons of God” – Rom. 8:14  

• Every believer should not have to go to anyone else for guidance. Put the word first. 

Don't build your ministry on supernatural manifestations, build it on the Word. 

However, don’t be skeptical about the prophetic office and gifts (1 Thes. 5: 20-21) 

 

 

• Persuasive in Defining Truth: Prophets have a special ability to be articulate in defining 

what is right and what is wrong. (I Samuel 15: 22-23) 

• Willingness to Suffer for Right: Prophets are eager to embrace suffering when it comes 
as a result of standing for the truth. (Jeremiah 38: 4-6) 
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• Open about Personal Faults: Prophets are as open about their own failures as they 
want others to be about theirs. (Isaiah 6: 5) 

• Desire for Justice: Prophets tend to cut off those who sin so that justice will be done. (I 
Samuel 15: 32-33, I Kings 18: 40)  

• Alertness to Dishonesty: Prophets have an amazing ability to sense when someone or 
something is not what it appears to be. They react strongly to any form of deception or 
dishonesty. (Mt. 14: 3-4) 

• Need to Express Themselves: Prophets need to express their thoughts and ideas 
verbally, especially when matters of right and wrong are involved. (Daniel 5: 18-23) 

Check the passages below and try to answer the questions: 

 I Kings 19: 10 - What was Elijah complains to the Lord? …………………………………………What were his 

fears……………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

I Kings 22: 6-8 (22:17-18; 22: 27-28; 22: 37) - What were the prophets predicting to Israel’s 

king?.................................................................................................................................................................. 

What was the king’s complaining against Micaiah?............................................................................. 

Jeremiah 14: 13-14 (Jeremiah 14: 12) - What was Jeremiah’s greatest challenge? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

II Timothy 4: 1-5 - Do you see any similarities of Paul’s instructions to Timothy with those passages 

above?...............What are they? ................................................................................................................. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The strange divine commands to prophets in the Old Testament  

• Isaiah – 20: 1-3 -  A strange way to walk 

• Jeremiah – 13: 1-11 – A strange shopping 

• Ezekiel – 4: 1-15 – A divine command to a new life-style 24: 15-24 – Don’t mourn  

• Hosea – 1: 2, 3: 1-2 – A terrible marriage  

The heart of the prophet is to see people come back to God (with some exceptions – 
Jonah 4: 1-11) 

“So Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and to all those living in Jerusalem: 

For twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until 

this very day—the word of the Lord has come to me and I have spoken to you again and 

again, but you have not listened.” Jeremiah 25: 2-3 

The Evangelist  

Eph. 4:11-12 - And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,  
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1. The word “evangelist” occurs only 3 times in the new testament  

2. The meaning of the word is: One who brings the evangel (the good news); a messenger of 

good tidings. Euaggelistes (yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'); a preacher of the gospel: EVANGELIST. 

This is from the word ordinarily translated "gospel" (euaggelion), except that here it 

designates one who announces that gospel to others (euaggelistes, “bringer of good tidings")  

• God was an evangelist – To whom did he preached the gospel?........................ Gal. 3:8  

• Jesus was an evangelist - He also preached the gospel – Luke 20:1 

• Paul was an evangelist as was as an apostle - Rom. 1:15  

• Philip, the deacon, was an evangelist – Acts. 21:8  

• Timothy, the Pastor – 2 Tim. 4:5; 

• All the early disciples who after they were driven out of Jerusalem, "went everywhere 

preaching the word” – Acts 8:4.  

The evangelist brings the message of the redeeming grace of God.  

4. The evangelist favorite theme is salvation in its simplest form.  

5. The only New Testament example of an evangelist is Philip. He had one message and that 

was Jesus Christ. Acts 8: 5; 8: 34-35 

• The characteristic of an evangelist is: no matter what scripture they begin with, they preach  

Jesus.  

6. The supernatural equipment accompanying the evangelist's ministry includes “miracles” 

and “gifts of healing" – Acts 8: 6-8 

7. If you are called to be an evangelist, there will be a divine anointing to fulfill these tasks – 

Luke 4: 18-19. What are they? ………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 8. The mark of a true evangelist  

• Preach the word - miracles and healings never cause people to be save it was the preached 

word. The power to bring person's soul to a decision for Christ  

• The evangelist's ministry is more of a roving ministry. They would go after the unsaved. 

(Acts 8: 5; 8: 34-35) 

 


